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1925 


Area  in  acres...  ...  ...  ...  ...  92,740 

Population  (Census,  1921)  ...  ...  ...  14,820 

,,  (estimated  for  the  year)  ...  14,720 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  (1921)  ...  3,485 

Number  of  families  or  separate  occupiers...  3,520 
Rateable  value  ...  ...  ...  ^^136,700 

Sum  represented  by  a penny  rate  ...  ...  ;^569 


TO  THE 

Rural  District  Council 

OF 

East  Retford. 


Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  present  to  you  my 
twenty-first  annual  report  on  the  health  of  the  district 

During  the  past  five  years  since  my  last  survey  report, 
there  has  been  but  little  change  in  the  condition  of  the 
district. 


It  wall  be  seen  later  that  the  population  as  estima- 
ted by  the  Registrar  General  has  fallen.  There  is  no 
noticable  overcro\vding  found — such  cases  as  do  occur 
are  usually  due  to  a family  overflowing  the  limitations 
of  the  house. 


New^  houses  are  being  built  in  various  parts  of  the 
district,  some  aided  by  subsidy,  and  are  serving  the 
more  modern  needs  of  the  present  day.  There  has  not 
been  an}^  urgent  need  for  a large  housing  scheme  up  to 
the  present. 

The  most  noticable  event  is  the  successful  boring 
for  coal  in  two  localities,  and  the  opening  of  pits  in  the 
very  near  neighbourhood  of  the  district  boundary. 
This  will  inevitably  lead  to  a demand  for  houses 
eventually,  but  that  time  is  not  quite  arrived. 

I have  the  honour  to  be. 

Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 


Retford, 

May,  1926. 


HANWAY  R.  BEALE, 
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1925 


Domestic  and  Social  Conditions  of  the  Area. 


The  Rural  District  of  East  Retford  is  situated  in 
the  Northern  portion  of  Nottinghamshire,  and  its  area 
is  9*2,740  acres. 

It  is  purely  rural  in  nature,  and  comprises  48 
parishes. 

The  Municipal  Borough  of  East  Retford  is  situa- 
ted almost  exactly  in  the  centre. 

In  physical  features,  the  country  is  undulating  with 
a line  of  low  hills  running  from  North  to  South. 

It  is  bounded  on  the  East  to  a large  extent  by  the 
River  Trent.  The  River  Idle  runs  from  South  to 
North  through  a considerable  length  of  the  district. 

The  soil  is  sandstone  on  the  West,  and  clay  in  the 
East.  In  the  latter  there  are  frequent  masses  of 
gypsum. 

Borings  for  coal  have  been  made  in  several  por- 
tions of  the  Western  half,  and  seams  discovered.  This 
will  eventually  lead  to  a considerable  increase  in 
population,  but  not  yet. 

The  industry  is  almost  entirely  agricultural,  and 
other  business  dependant  upon  it. 

The  Water  Supply.  The  Eastern  portion  of  the 
district  being  upon  clay  soil  in  which  there  is  a good 
deal  of  gypsum  has  very  hard  water.  The  wells  are 
shallow  surface  wells,  which  are  liable  to  pollution ; 
the  water  obtained  from  them  is  not  suitable  for  wash- 
ing purposes — rain-water  is  relied  upon  for  this,  and  in 
some  cases  for  all  purposes. 
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To  the  West  of  the  district  shallow  wells  have 
been  sunk  into  the  sandstone  and,  except  for  the 
liability  to  pollution  inherent  in  all  shallow  wells,  the 
water  is  good.  There  are  several  deep  wells  in  the 
hands  of  private  owners  from  which  excellent  water  is 
obtained  and  which  is  distributed  to  the  tenants. 
There  are  also  some  springs  from  surface  waters,  and 
these  give  a hard  and  fairly  pure  water.  In  some  parts 
water  from  the  Chesterfield  Canal  is  used  for  all 
purposes. 

The  three  parishes  of  Tuxford,  East  Markham, 
and  Elkesley  have  an  excellent  water  supply  derived 
from  the  main  pipe  line  of  the  Lincoln  Corporation 
The  water  supply  for  this  body  is  taken  from  deep 
wells  in  the  parish  of  Elkesley.  Various  suggestions 
have  been  made  from  time  to  time  for  the  supply  of 
various  villages  from  the  Lincoln  main,  but  the  cost  is 
prohibitive,  considering  the  small  rateable  value  of 
each  parish. 

The  rivers  and  streams  of  the  district  consist  of 
the  River  Trent,  which  forms  part  of  the  Eastern 
boundary,  and  the  River  Idle  and  its  tributaries,  which 
runs  through  the  middle.  In  addition,  there  are  various 
artificial  dykes  cut  for  the  drainage  of  the  low-lying 
portions  and  which  eventually  fall  into  the  Trent. 
There  is  no  contamination  in  these. 
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Vital  Statistics. 


The  population  as  supplied  by  the  Registrar 
General  to  the  middle  of  the  year  is  14,720,  an  estimate 
of  ninety  less  than  last  year,  and  a hundred  less  than 
that  found  at  the  Census  of  1921. 

Births.  Total  number  of  births  was  254,  com- 
prising 141  boys,  113  girls — this  gives  a birth  rate  of 
17*2;  the  birth  rate  for  the  whole  country  being  18‘3. 
Of  these  births,  11  were  illegitimiate. 

Deaths.  There  were  189  deaths,  92  males,  97 
females,  giving  a death  rate  of  12*8  ; the  death  rate  of 
the  whole  country  being  12-2.  The  deaths  of  infants 
under  one  year  of  age  numbered  6,  this  gives  an 
infantile  mortality  of  23*6  per  1,000  births. 

Amongst  the  deaths  there  were  27,  or  14*2  per  cent, 
from  cancer. 

Respiratory  diseases  accounted  for  23,  or  11*2 
per  cent. 

There  were  19  deaths  from  Cerebral  Hremorrhage 
and  18  from  Heart  Disease;  6 deaths  occurred  from 
Influenza,  2 from  Encephalitis,  and  11  from  respiratory 
Tuberculosis. 
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SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES. 


There  is  no  general  system  for  sewage  disposal, 
the  district  being  purely  rural  it  is  not  needed.  In 
several  villages  there  are  road  sewers  to  carry  the 
surface  waters  to  the  dykes  and  ditches,  and  in  some 
there  are  tanks  for  the  sedimentation. 

The  bulk  of  the  excrement  disposal  is  by  midden 
privies,  and  the  work  of  renovation  of  these  to  a modern 
pattern  has  been  proceeding  steadily.  It  is  found  that 
in  a sparsely  populated  district  they  are  much  more 
suitable  than  pail  closets. 

In  the  village  of  Tuxford  there  are  a considerable 
number  of  pails,  and  the  scavenging  is  done  by  con- 
tract. For  one  portion  of  this  village  there  has  been  a 
small  sewage  system  constructed. 

Hospitals.  There  are  no  hospitals  in  the  district 
The  sick  are  sent  when  necessary  to  the  Retford  and 
District  Hospital,  situated  in  the  Borough  of  East 
Retford,  also  to  Doncaster,  Gainsborough,  Lincoln, 
Sheffield,  and  Nottingham. 

The  Guardians’  Institution  is  in  the  Borough  of 
East  Retford. 

There  is  no  Isolation  Hospital,  but  an  arrangement 
exists  with  the  Retford  Corporation  whereby  cases  of 
scarlet  fever  and  small  pox  can  be  sent  to  their 
hospitals  when  necessary. 

There  are  no  offensive  trades  in  the  district. 

Common  Lodging  Houses.  There  is  only  one,  and  it 
is  well  kept. 

Schools.  The  sanitary  condition  and  water  supply 
of  the  schools  in  good  on  the  whole. 
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They  are  visited  when  there  is  an  outbreak  of 
infectious  disease  in  a village,  and  enquiries  for  con- 
tacts are  made. 

Your  Medical  Officer  of  Health  is  not  the  School 
Medical  Officer. 

It  has  not  been  necessary  for  the  Council  to 
exercise  its  powers  for  school  closure  during  the  past 
year. 

Sanitary  Staff.  This  consists  of  : — 

The  Medical  Officer  of  Heath  (part  time),  to  whose 
salary  a contribution  is  made. 

A Sanitary  Inspector,  who  is  also  District  Surveyor 
and  who  holds  the  Certificate  of  the  Royal  Sanitary 
Institute.  A contribution  is  made  to  his  salary. 

Adopted  Acts.  The  following  have  been  adopted 
in  the  District : — 

The  Infectious  Disease  Prevention  Act,  1890. 

Public  Health  Act  Amendment  Act,  1907,  section 
60  to  68. 

Bye-laws  for  the  erection  of  new  buildings. 

The  district  is  inspected  regularly  by  the  Sanitary 
Inspector  and  myself. 

Details  will  be  found  in  the  Inspector’s  report. 
A communication  was  received  from  the  Ministry  of 
Health  about  the  condition  of  bakehouses  and  the 
provision  in  them  of  suitable  washing  accommodation 
and  their  general  cleanliness  in  connection  with  the 
occurence  of  Bakers’  Itch.  They  are  clean  and  well 
kept  and  sufficiently  lime-washed.  Washing  facilities 
are  good.  They  are  all  small  bakehouses.  No  case 
of  Bakers’  Itch  has  been  found. 
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During  the  year  the  Sanitary  Committee  authoris- 
ed me  to  call  in  the  services  of  a Veterinary  Surgeon 
when  necessary  for  the  examination  of  any  diseased 
cattle  under  the  Milk  and  Dairies  Consolidation  Act, 
the  Prevention  of  Tuberculosis  Order,  and  Diseases  of 
. Animals  Act. 


HOUSING. 


General  Housing  Conditions,  The  houses  in  gen- 
eral are  fairly  satisfactory,  and  there  does  not  appear  to 
be  any  marked  shortage.  Building  is  progressing  slow- 
ly and  23  new  houses  have  been  built  during  the  year 
by  private  enterprise,  13  of  which  were  aided  by  the 
subsidy.  In  addition,  3 have  been  constructed  out  of 
other  buildings.  No  housing  scheme  is  in  contempla- 
tion at  present. 

Overcrowding,  No  overcrowding  has  been  found 
during  the  year. 

Fitness  of  Houses,  The  general  standard  for  a rural 
area  is  fairly  good.  There  are  houses  scattered  about 
which  do  not  comply  with  modern  ideas  as  to  what 
houses  should  be,  their  principal  defects  being  old  age, 
lack  of  ventilation  and  air  space  in  the  bedrooms,  and 
dampness  Some  of  these  defects  are  due  to  lack  of 
constant  repair  by  the  owners,  but  it  is  difficult  to  see 
how  very  much  can  be  done  in  the  way  of  structural 
alteration  when  one  considers  the  low  rents  at  which 
the  cottages  are  let. 

Where  serious  defects  are  found  notice  is  served 
upon  the  owner,  and  it  will  be  seen  that  16  houses  were 
rendered  fit  after  such  service  during  the  year. 

No  proceedings  were  taken. 
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Inspection  and  Supervision  of  Food. 


Milk.  The  milk  supply  is  obtained  from  farms  in 
the  district,  much  of  it  being  “ Accommodation  Milk.” 

If  any  cattle  in  the  cowsheds  are  suspected  of  being 
diseased  the  opinion  of  a Veterinary  Surgeon  can  be 
called  in. 

Meat.  Very  little  meat  inspection  is  required  in  a 
rural  area,  as  the  people  are  usually  acquainted  with 
the  animal  before  slaughter.  The  meat  shops  are 
clean  and  well  kept.  18  slaughter-houses  have  been 
registered  and  one  slaughter-house  was  re-constructed, 
and  one  license  for  new  premises  was  refused. 

Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs  Act  is  carried  out  by  the 
County  Council. 


Infectious  Diseases. 


During  the  past  five  years  the  district  has  been 
fortunate  in  being  very  free  from  infectious  disease, 
and  such  cases  as  have  occurred  have  usually  been  of  a 
mild  nature. 

Small  Pox.  There  has  been  no  case.  I was 
notified  for  a contact  having  arrived  in  the  district  in 
May  ; this  was  kept  under  observation. 

Chickenpox.  The  compulsory  notification  of  this 
disease  terminated  in  July,  and  only  three  cases  were 
notified  up  to  that  date.  Several  cases  occurred  in 
Laneham  in  April, 

Scarlet  Fever.  There  were  15  cases,  all  of  a mild 
variety. 
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Diphtheria.  Four  cases  were  notified — one  at 
Leverton,  one  at  Ranskill,  and  two  at  Misson.  There 
was  no  fatal  case. 

hntcric  Fever.  There  was  one  case  of  Paratyphoid. 
This  was  a child,  and  the  infection  so  far  as  could  be 
traced  was  contracted  away,  where  the  child  had 
been  staying. 

Pneumonia  (all  forms).  There  were  16  cases  in 
all,  chiefly  in  children  aged  under  5,  and  adults  of  25 
to  45.  There  were  11  fatal  cases. 

Epidemic  Encephalitis.  Four  cases  were  notified, 
of  which  two  were  fatal.  One  case  each  of  Dysentery 
and  Malaria  were  notified,  both  contracted  out  of  the 
country. 

Tuberculosis.  There  were  22  cases  of  pulmonary 
and  5 of  other  forms  of  Tuberculosis  notified. 

Tuberculosis  Regulations  are  carried  out  by  the 
County  Council. 

There  is  a Tuberculosis  Dispensary  in  the  Borough 
of  East  Retford  to  which  patients  go  from  different 
parts  of  the  district. 

Maternity  and  child  welfare  is  under  the  control  of 
the  County  Council. 

Measles  was  prevalent  in  Sutton  in  April. 
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Report  of  Sanitary  Inspector. 


SEWERAGE  AND  SEWAGE  DISPOSAL. 


The  following  work  has  been  carried  out  during 
the  year  : — 

(1)  Norman ton.  90  yards  of  6-inch  sewer  laid  and 
one  manhole  constructed. 

(2)  Elkesley.  27  yards  of  9-inch  sewer  in  sewage 
dyke  adjoining  Battery  Lane. 

(3)  Tuxford.  100  yards  of  blocked  sewer  taken  up 
and  relaid  in  Eldon  Street. 

All  septic  tanks,  catchpits,  and  sewage  dykes  have 
been  cleaned  out  periodically. 

Disinfection  after  Infectious  Disease.  Seventeen 
houses  were  disinfected  during  the  year. 

Cowsheds.  During  the  year  the  cowsheds  on  55 
premises  were  inspected. 

In  addition  to  lime  washing,  which  was  required  in 
certain  cases,  notices  were  served  requiring  the  following 
structural  alterations  : — 


Repairs  to  floors  of  sheds 
Improvement  to  drainage 
Additional  ventilation 


3 

2 

1 


The  notices  have  been  complied  with' in  each  case. 
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Slaughter  Houses.  18  slaughter  houses  have  been 
registered  in  the  district. 

One  slaughter  house  found  to  be  unsuitable  was 
reconstructed  by  the  owner,  a new  floor,  rendering  of 
walls,  additional  ventilation,  and  new  drainage  being 
provided. 

Other  notices  served  and  requirements  carried  out 
during  the  year  include  : — 


Minor  structural  alterations 
Limewash  and  cleanse 
Removal  of  refuse 


3 

1 

1 


One  application  was  received  for  new  premises  to 
be  licensed  for  slaughtering.  As  the  building  proposed 
to  be  used  was  within  a few  feet  of  adjoining  dwelling 
houses  no  license  was  issued. 


PUBLIC  Water  Supplies. 


Tuxford  & East  Markham.  Twelve  new  supplies 
have  been  laid  on  during  the  year. 

Elkesley.  Five  new  supplies  have  been  laid  on 
during  the  year. 
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SUMMARY. 


COMPLAINTS  AND  INSPECTIONS— 

1 ...Number  of  Complaints  received  during  the  year  ...  8 

2.. .  „ „ Houses,  Premises,  etc.,  inspected  ...  ...  163 

3.. .  „ „ Re-inspections  of  Houses,  Premises,  etc.  ...  102 


RESULTS  OF.  INSPECTIONS— 


Not  ices  Served. 

Statutory 

Informal 

4. ..Abatement  of  Nuisance 

0 

23  \ 

5... Provision  of  New  Drains 

0 

16  1 

6...  ,,  ,,  Privies  and  Ashpits 

0 

7...  ,,  ,,  Wholesome  Water ... 

0 

2 J 

Work  Carried  out. 

8.. . Houses,  Premises,  etc.,  cleansed 

9. . .0vercrowding  abated 

10.. .  Drains  to  Houses  and  Buildings;  New  provided 

11.. .  „ ,,  Repaired,  Cleansed,  Trapped,  etc. 

12. . .Water  Closets  : New  provided 

13.. . Privies  ; New  provided 

14.. .  „ Repaired 

15. . .Privies  and  Ashpits  emptied  and  cleansed 

16.. . Removals  of  Refuse 


60 


10 

0 

14 

15 

3 

4 
1 
6 

5 


WATER  SUPPLY— 

17.. . Pumps  and  Wells  : New  provided  ...  ...  ...  1 

18.. .  „ „ Cleansed,  Repaired,  Covered,  etc.  ...  1 

19. . .Water  Certificates  for  New  Houses  granted  ...  ...  0 

CANAL  BOATS  ACT— 

Number  of  Canal  Boats  inspected  ...  ...  ...  0 

LEGAL  PROCEEDINGS- 

0 


Summonses 
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HOUSING. 


NUMBER  OF  HOUSES  ERECTED  DURING  THE  YEAR— 


By  Private  Enterprise  with  Subsidy  under  The  Housing, 


etc..  Act,  1923 

13 

By  Private  Enterprise  without  Subsidy  : — 

Brick  construction 

...  7 

Timber  Bungalows 

...  ■ 3 

' — 

10 

Total 

23 

In  addition,  three  buildings  not  formerly  used  as  dwell- 
ing houses  have  been  re-constructed  and  converted 
into  dwelling  houses. 


UNFIT  DWELLING  HOUSES— 


1... Total  number  of  dwelling  houses  inspected  for  housing 


defects  (under  Public  Health  or  Housing  Acts)  ...  95 

2.. . Number  of  dwelling  houses  which  were  inspected  and 

recorded  under  the  Housing  (Inspection  of  District) 
Regulations,  1910  ...  ...  ...  ...  16 

3.. . Number  of  dwelling  houses  found  to  be  in  a state  so 

dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for 
human  habitation  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

4.. . Number  of  dwelling  houses  (exclusive  of  those  referred 

to  under  preceding  sub-heading)  found  not  to  be  in  all 
respects  reasonably  fit  for  human  habitation  ...  19 


REMEDY  OF  DEFECTS  WITHOUT  SERVICE  OF  FORMAL  NOTICE— 

Number  of  defective  dwelling  houses  rendered  fit  in 
consequence  of  informal  action  by  the  Local  Authority 

or  their  Officers  ...  ...  ...  ...  16 

ACTION  UNDER  STATUTORY  POWERS— 

[a]  Proceedings  under  Housing  & Town  Planning  Act,  1919  Nil 

[b]  ditto  Public  Health  Acts  ...  ...  Nil 

[e]  ditto  Housing  & Town  Planning  Act,  1909  Nil 
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TABLE  SHOWING  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 
NOTIFIED  DURING  1925. 
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TUBERCULOSIS. 


NEW  CASES  & MORTALITY  DURING  1925. 


Particulars  of  new  cases  of  Tuberculosis  and  of 
deaths  from  the  disease  in  the  area  during  1925. 
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TABLE  SHEWING  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 
NOTIFIED  IN  EACH  MONTH. 


Scarlet  Fever 

Diphtheria 

Erysipelas 

Enteric 

Pneumonia 

Dysentery  | 

Malaria 

Encephalitis 

January 

5 

2 

February 

1 

2 

*1 

March 

”2 

4 

1 

April 

1 

1 

1 

M ay 

”1 

June 

1 

**i 

”1 

July 

”1 

*1 

1 

August 

1 

’ i 

1 

September  ... 

2 

2 

1 

”1 

October 

*1 

November  ... 

”1 

'2 

December  ... 

3 

"1 

1 

"i 

Totals  ... 

16 

4 

4 

1 

16 

1 

1 

4 

20 


Causes  of  Death  in  East  Retford  R.D.,  1925. 


CAUSES  OF  DEATH 

Males 

Females 

ALL  CAUSES  ... 

92 

97 

1 

Enteric  fever  ... 

2 

Small-pox 

3 

Measles 

4 

Scarlet  fever 

5 

Whooping  cough 

6 

Diphtheria 

7 

Influenza 

’3 

”3 

8 

Encephalitis  lethargica 

1 

1 

9 

Meningococcal  meningitis 

10 

Tuberculosis  of  respiratory  system  ... 

6 

’5 

11 

Other  tuberculous  diseases 

1 

1 

12 

Cancer,  malignant  disease 

10 

17 

13 

Rheumatic  fever 

1 

14 

Diabetes 

1 

15 

Cerebral  hasmorrhage,  &c. 

’9 

10 

16 

Heart  disease  ... 

8 

10 

17 

Arterio-sclerosis 

6 

5 

18 

Bronchitis 

6 

5 

19 

Pneumonia  (all  forms) 

5 

5 

20 

Other  respiratory  diseases 

1 

1 

21 

Ulcer  of  stomach  or  duodenum 

1 

22 

Diarrhoea,  &c.  (under  2 years) 

23 

Appendicitis  and  typhlitis 

3 

*2 

24 

Cirrhosis  of  liver 

1 

25 

Acute  and  chronic  nephritis 

"4 

6 

26 

Puerperal  sepsis 

1 

27 

Other  accidents  and  diseases  of  preg- 

nancy and  parturition  ... 

1 

28 

Congenital  debility  and  malformation 

(premature  birth) 

2 

29 

Suicide 

30 

Other  deaths  from  violence 

"5 

31 

Other  defined  diseases 

21 

20 

32 

Causes  ill-defined  or  unknown 

1 

Special  Causes  [included  above]  — 

Poliomyelitis 

Polioencephalitis 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  f Total 

5 

1 

1 year  ...  1 Illegitimat 

TOTAL  BIRTHS... 

141 

113 

Legitimate 

135 

108 

Illegitimate 

6 

5 

POPULATION 

14,720 

